
You have probably at some point in your life dri-
ven past an animal that has been hit or smashed 
by a vehicle. The first thing you started thinking 
about probably wasn’t how to get it home and 
what to make out of it. But maybe it should, and 
for several reasons. 

Due to the growing population and increasing 
environmental issues, the world is in a big need 
of alternatives that can replace produced meat. 
According to the time magazine 285 million tons of 
meat is being produced every year. It is the biggest 
single cause for global warming (51% according to 
worldwatch institute), it is taking down 40m2 of 
rainforest for every kilogram of meat and with the 
rapidly growing population we would need 14 000 
acres of new farmland every day to keep up with 
the amount of meat we are eating. By producing 
less meat we would make a significant difference 
on the environment.

The roadkills are probably among the cleanest 
and most ethical meat you can get. The meat 
industry has developed into a nauseating factory 
like system where the animals are just biomass 
in a bigger system, living in inhumane conditions 
and without any rights. In these surroundings they 
would not stay alive until the moment of slaughter, 
without a huge amount of antibiotics. In compari-
son, the roadkills live a free life in the nature wit-

hout getting  stressed and traumatized by the way 
meat industry is taking care of them. When they 
eventually are hit by a car they often die quickly 
and do not even notice what happened.  

For comparison we chose to use one of the 
worlds biggest meat consumer, America and our 
homebase the Netherlands. Americans eat in ave-
rage 120kg of meat every year. A dutch person eats 
75kg every year. It would be a great impact on the 
environment if we could replace at least a part of 
the produced meat and use the meat we already 
have. But it is impossible to say the exact amount 
of meat we could get from roadkills. In the US the-
re are hundred million miles of road, not all vehicle 
accidents with animals are reported and every 
state has their own filing system for the cases. But 
for example, according a study done by the state 
farm between 2010 and 2011 there was 1.23 mil-
lion vehicle collisions with deer in the us. Roughly 
said, if you get about 20kg of meat from a deer, in 
one year you would have 24,6 million kg of deer 
meat and cover the meat consumption of approx. 
205 thousand americans.

Here in the Netherlands we have our own version 
of meat waste, for example the 400,000 geese that 
are shot annually at Schiphol airport for safety 
reasons. The idea of turning this waste into food 
started from Dutch artists, Hagenouw and Schat-
born, who wanted to pursue a career as chefs. The 
Foodtruck Kitchen of unwanted animals was not 
founded only to feed hungry Dutch but also to rai-
se awareness of everything that goes to waste. The 
geese croquettes served at the foodtruck has been 
a success and inspired other Dutch restaurants to 
put the geese on their menu. 
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But why is it still strange for us to eat this meat 
from roadkills and geese? Meat is altered in a way 
that people don’t know where it comes from any-
more. The food industry is a big industry, where 
there’s an abundance in food.
Not that many years ago deciding what to eat 
wasn’t that difficult. People used to grow their 
own vegetables and knew where the food that 
they ate came from. Nowadays the food industry 
plays a big role in our modern day society. Ac-
cording to Micheal Pollan in his book an ’eater’s 
manifesto’ people are confused about all the diffe-
rent advices they get from big companies and the 
media. A direct effect is the ever growing people 
with obesity and diseases that people didn’t know 
until a few years ago. We could get more informati-
on about for example what kind of food and eating 
habits are good for us. But the more information 
we get, the more confused people are because we 
can’t make the right choices anymore. So now we 
make the easy and cheaper decisions: processed 
foods for example. Foods that are altered in such 
a way that they are easily prepared end served by 
consumers. leaving almost no natural products. 
Food processing involves mincing for example. 
Consumers don’t have to use the food that was for 
example seasonal but they can choose whatever 
they want the whole year trough because it’s pro-
duced that way.

The most common people that are consuming 
roadkills are hunters, who know their way around 
animals and for example Freegans. Freegans are 
extremely against the way of producing and food-
waste in the society we live in nowadays. The main 
problem with roadkill could be that people are not 
used to or they don’t have the knowledge to clean 
up an animal. Also in our society where everything 
is easily accessible, cleaning up a piece of fox just 

feels like a too big effort and too time consuming. 

Nowadays processed food has gone so far that 
people don’t know how meat should look like or 
even question where it comes from. Its obvious how 
the meat industry is effecting the environment. For 
example a vegan diet would cut down up to 20% of 
your overall carbon impact. A simple solution could 
be the use of roadkills and other unwanted animals. 
What we can conclude from this is that the most 
important thing would be to educate people about 
the origin of meat so the use of roadkills wouldn’t 
be a strange activity.   
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