
The earth as we know it, it’s changing. We throw away too much and we take to 
much form the earth. We over use the earth! So, if we want to live here a couple 
more years, we have to change! And what’s the best way of doing this? By changing 
our children, by changing our future.  
 
Eco-schools are doing this. They provide schools with projects about the environment. They 
even say that a primary school can save up to €5.000 a year by just regulating the heating. A 
high school even €20.000 a year! That’s 15-20% a year by saving energy. They are also 
making schools more aware of reducing their waste. Like printing on two sides of paper, 
reducing the use of water, separate the garbage.  
 
The eco-schools refer to nine different themes. You can choose which project you want to 
start, but they all helps the environment. (Transport, waste, water, litter, school grounds, 
healthy living, energy, biodiversity and global citizenship)  
 
To look further in this idea of being an eco-school, we took two schools as examples.  
 
Bosseschool (primary school) 
This school has a school garden where they work with different groups and parents. They 
also have a project that is about cleaning up the neighbourhood with different a group every 
week.  

 
Edudelta College (high school) 
This school made their own project 4 years ago. A primary school came with the idea about 
saving rainwater and using it to flush the toilet. The students had to work together to 
actually make the supplies and make the project work. They had to work with a real 
company and they learned a lot for the exams  they had later on.  
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eflX04W91Jo 
 
 
 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eflX04W91Jo


We tried to look at three different perspectives:  
 
- For the environmental view its really simple. The different projects create more 
awareness and learn the students how to treat the earth. By doing the projects, the 
school will have better products (for food) and the neighbourhood gets cleaner.  
 
- It’s a very social idea, being an eco-school, because you have an eco-team. Which is 
created by teachers, students and parents. By changing their behaviour, you change 
their doing. Hopefully they will take responsibility and tell others about what they     
learned.  
 
- The economical part is that by being sustainable, you save money. We already used 
the example that by regulating the heating you can save up to 15-20%. That’s €5.000-
20.000.So it almost sounds to good to be true. Because if not, why wouldn’t you become 
an eco-school?  

Our research question is: ‘Has the eco-school projects changed the behaviour of the 
students? How can we see that in long or short term?’  



Because our opinion is that by changing their behaviour, we can make our world better.  
 
For this we interviewed the schools and a (ex) student! One of the positive points was that 
both the schools and the student told us that for short term you can see the students 
change. The schools give extra lessons about the climate change and more. The lessons are 
meant to change the outlook of students on how they behave in nature. Both schools work 
trough teamwork: (students, teachers & parents) they change their neighbourhood.  
 
Of course this project had positive points, but also negative. The good points are:  

- That the neighbourhood gets cleaned. 
-  More awareness (students, teachers but also parents). 
- All students are included. 
- Even the school gets cleaner.  
- And of course, you save money!  

 
Negative points: 

- You have to do multiple projects a year, and it takes a lot of time.  
- Teachers have be creative, not every teacher is that.  
- Not all the teachers are fully committed to the projects.  
- Every two years you have to prove that you are ‘eco-school’ worthy. (Which also 

takes a lot of time from students and teachers) 
 
After the interviews we still couldn’t fully answer the research question. The project is still to 
young, about 9 years now. Schools are having a lot of high expectations but have not seen 
results yet. Most of the students won’t be older than 18 now. The schools are still speaking 
bright about the future of the students. In short term we can see what it does: because of 
the projects you can see the difference in the neighbourhood, its cleaner, we re-use things 
and are more aware. The students are really enjoying the projects. The (ex) student we 
interviewed changed his habits through the projects. Quote; ‘Helping the environment 
doesn’t have to be a big thing, you can do small things as well.’ He has changed, and is 
willing to set this behaviour through the rest of his life. So we cannot say that this is the 
effect on everyone, but our conclusion is that being an eco-school is a good initiative for 
schools! They can bring a lot of change, and how younger you start, the more awareness 
you can create. If everyone would be like the (ex) student, the world would change! We say 
that this is a project worth going through with it! Even when it takes a lot of time and a lot of 
your teachers, both schools and the student are saying that it’s all worth it. 
Similar projects are:  

- Tree book tree, an organisation that makes children books that you can plant. It 
teaches children about where books come from and how trees grow. After you read 
the book, you can plant the book. In the pages are seeds that will grow a new tree.  

- The other project is about growing own furniture. Its called ‘growing furniture’.  The 
idea is, to let little trees grow in such a shape, that it can be made into little chairs or 
even tables. This way there aren’t any extra cost to make the furniture or the extra 
machines necessary to process the wood to make into furniture.  



 

Tree book tree project  Growing furniture project 


