
BLOOD = DISGUSTING 
 
 
We started this assignment with the following briefing:  
Research projects about improving the environment. Choose a subject and 
dig deeper in it by research. We decided to choose a usual subject/material, 
so that is the reason why we chose blood.  
 
Research: 
Blood is a difficult subject for us, because Jairo is afraid of blood and Maartje 
is a vegetarian. That was one of the reason why blood was so interesting to 
us. We wanted to break our own taboo. And we found it interesting to do the 
same to other people. We think it is very important that if you slaughter an 
animal, that everything of the animal is being used. After some research, we 
found out that the blood, especially the blood of pigs and cow’s, is sometimes 
a waste product. But Why? Is it because we are disgusted about blood? An 
interesting research question. 
 
Slaughters are in touch with a lot of blood, but where is the blood going? 
That’s pretty good question. We dig deeper in it and we also had a interview 
with the owner of a local pig Slaughtery named Beerten. For us, it was very 
important to pick a local company. We thought it could be much more 
effective if it is starting local because we wanted fast conclusions to start our 
project.   
 
He told us that 23% is going to binding meat for consumption, think of mints 
meat, 38% is going to pharmacy, 8% is going to color pigments, is this the 
reason why its called PIGments? 27% of the blood is waste, that’s quite a lot. 
These results are from the month October 2015. We have been told that it is 
changing every season or month. That relays on the need for it. We want to 
reduce the percentage of waste blood, that could be for something innovative 
or just for experiments. 
 
We found a company who makes very strong bricks out of animal blood, that 
could make houses for development countries. We also found designers who 
made their garments red with the pigment of animal blood. Also some 
magazine use pigment from blood to confront people. We used all these 
examples as inspiration for our project. We put all these examples on our 
Tumblr page. 
 
We used this as inspiration because it matches with or interest points. In that 
case we decided to design a fabric made out of pig blood to test people, to 
see if they are disgusted by the fact its made of blood. Just to see if they 
would wear it or use it.  
 
 
 
 
 



Conclusion: 
We think this project is a great subject for the future because it is breaking a 
taboo, made out of the fact there is waste of blood. Because of mass 
population there will be a lack of materials, things like blood or other animal or 
human waste could be transformed into useable materials. This could then, 
be a great solution for future problems. 
 
Test: 
It is interesting to test people to see their spontaneous reaction. We have 
shown the piece of fabric to group of people, different ages and professions. 
We asked them if they wanted to touch it and see if they liked it.  
It was very interesting to see that in general, women did not really liked the 
idea of wearing animal blood. Some men on the other hand, seem to liked the 
idea.  
 
Conclusion 2: 
We came to the following conclusion: Blood can be a very innovative solution 
for the future. It is important to use the whole entire animal. But, the mind set 
of the western society is not used to these idea’s yet. Same counts for the use 
of insects as a replacement for proteins. Maybe the urge is not high enough 
yet. People still seem to be disgust by the idea, and that’s why we think this 
project is not something for now but maybe for later, when the mind set of the 
western people is involved. 
 
Own experience: 
We thought it was cool to work with things we can’t handle like blood. We 
know now how it feels to break my own taboo and we are satisfied with the 
result we made with latex and blood. Testing people was fun, seeing how 
people thought it was cool, and afterwards a bit disgusted.  
 
We learned how to research in a different way, it was interesting to dive inside 
a world we didn’t know. The only thing we found disappointing is the fact we 
didn’t do that much with our hands, the theory side of this elective was big, 
and we didn’t see that much about the design part. We also thought the 
lessons where not very productive, because we had to wait every time for the 
feedback, which took al long time. But outside of the lessons, we had some 
productive days working on this project.  


