
De Luchtsingel 
Just some snippets from the internet that helped us  
with doing our research.

Hofplein was once a lively spot in the heart of Rotterdam. After twenty years, this area 
has been neglected and detached. The Hofplein’ surroundings illustrate a blind spot in 
the centre of the city. Rotterdam Central District carries the advantage of being a prime 
location in the city, however it is dominated by abandoned open spaces and vacant high 
rise buildings. In the context of the current market oriented economy it would take years for 
redevelopment to begin. The city cannot afford wait: the question of space is too complex 
to address in the future. Therefore it is the responsibility of Rotterdam to react to the 
problem of abandoned and derelict spaces. In order to achieve this new entrepreneurs and 
residents should be enthused in order to contribute to the development of an progressive 
public space.



SOCIAL:
The Luchtsingel connects Rotterdam North to the center and revitalizes a forgotten area. 
This part of the city did not count for years and was dominated by vacancy and neglection. 
With the realization of the Luchtsingel we reconnect the Central Station, North and between 
North and Binnenrotte. Besides that the Luchtsingel is a catalyst for economic growth, it 
also consists out of the following projects:

– A wooden pedestrian bridge of 390 meters
– The DakAkker on Schieblock
– A public area at the former station Hofplein
– A park Pompenburg 
 
These projects bring people together. People have a reason to visit the area again. 
 
• Larger scale means more impact?

– Emphasis on elections
– Initiative in the public space
– Different phases and scales of participation 
 

How happy are Rotterdammers with the Luchtsingel?



The bridge is also a catalyst for economical growth. Luchtsingel is the first step in bringing 
back urban qualities adding small-scale interventions to the urban fabric. The shops which 
are connected by the Luchtsingel are little shops, so they have very much profit from people 
using the bridge everyday.  
 
 
Broad impact across various media
– Traditional and new professional media
– General media (paper, TV, internet) 

Various target groups
– Urban planning and project development (office space
location)
– Tourism
– Creative industry 

Talk of the town 
- Mouth to mouth marketing

ECONOMICAL:

• Investment in urban infrastructure might lead to a dispersal of scarce property 
development potential, yet it stimulates bottom-up urban development 

• Involvement of professional civil-servants is essential for success| 

• Investments in city-making upfront prevent districts from ‘dying’ during a lengthy 
redevelopment process 

• Investments in public space can be kick-starter of a bottom-up regeneration process, 
rather than as finally spending some of the development’s profit



Gradual area transformation 
 
• Strong bottom-up development in the area, driven by a vision on long-term value 
development 

• Luchtsingel builds upon, connects and accelerates these developments 

• Crucial question whether Luchtsingel sustains and strengthens local scale bottom-up 
initiative or creates springboard for next phase of a new type of area
development 
 
 
• Investments in public space can be kick-starter of a bottom-up
regeneration process, rather than as finally spending some of the
development’s profit 
 
• Luchtsingel exemplifies the dilemmas and possibilities of a new style urban area 
development 

• Luchtsingel connects, strengthens, opens up 

• Impact already noticeable, expectations for the future high and ambiguous 

• New phase requires broader vision and new style of governance

ENVIRONMENTAL



INTERESTING GOAL QUESTIONS:  
 
How big do you estimate the impacts of the Luchtsingel are on the local economy and real 
estate prices now and in the coming years?

INTERESTING PEOPLE TO INTERVIEW: 
 
Identity
The Luchtsingel Foundation is established according to the guidelines of the cultural 
governance model. 

Board of Trustees
The board of trustees functions as the ambassadors of the Luchtsingel and also 
has a advisory role. The Board is represented by Cor van Hulst (formerly director City 
Development, municipality Rotterdam), Ko Blok (director of Blok & Ko) and Henk Snoeken 
(acting director of Spatial Development, Ministry of Infrastructure and the Environment). 
Johan Vermeer (municipality Rotterdam) is supervisory body. 

The executive board
The executive board is formed by Elma van Boxel and Kristian Koreman. Their tasks 
are managing daily coordination’s, logisitcal planning and preparation process for the 
foundation. Furthermore, the board is responsible for heading the core workgroup of the 
foundation and controlling the project. 

Core workgroup
Each month there is a meeting of the core workgroup where all aspects of the projects are 
discussed. The core workgroup exists from representatives of The Urban Development 
Department in the City of Rotterdam and the various municipality districts; Rotterdam 
Central District and Station Hofbogen. 

Closing structure
Each month the Board of Trustees and the executive Board have a meeting were the project 
plan, the execution status and financial report are presented.

Making  
the neighborhood 

 a more lively 
place

Sustainable but  
also provides 

money

All sorts of 
sustainable 

events

Brings people 
together
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• Many shops
• Connects different spots in 

the area
• Collaborations between 

companies 
• Citizens can contribute by 

buying a plank  
• It brings people from 

Rotterdam closer together

• A harvestable roof  
• Bridge is made out of 

certified wood 
• Park Pompenburg will have 

recycled trees 

• Many target groups 
• Attracts a lot of tourism 

• Shops 
 


