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Hofplein was once a lively spot in the heart of Rotterdam. After twenty years, this area 
has been neglected and detached. The Hofplein’ surroundings illustrate a blind spot in 
the centre of the city. Rotterdam Central District carries the advantage of being a prime 
location in the city, however it is dominated by abandoned open spaces and vacant high 
rise buildings. In the context of the current market oriented economy it would take years for 
redevelopment to begin. The city cannot afford wait: the question of space is too complex 
to address in the future. Therefore it is the responsibility of Rotterdam to react to the 
problem of abandoned and derelict spaces. In order to achieve this new entrepreneurs and 
residents should be enthused in order to contribute to the development of an progressive 
public space.



WHAT IS THE LUCHTSINGEL? 
 
Hofplein was once a lively spot in the heart of Rotterdam. After twenty years, this area 
has been neglected and detached. The Hofplein’ surroundings illustrate a blind spot in 
the centre of the city. In 2011 the Rotterdam City Council organised a city initiative, an 
administrative instrument for public participation to encourage reform. Inhabitants of 
Rotterdam were called to present projects for the revitalisation of the city. To enrich the 
quality of life in city projects. 4 million euros from the city initiative is a set aside for on 
project implementation. The Luchtsingel is a 390 meter wooden bridge for pedestrians that 
connects the center and north of Rotterdam. It is a triggering force for new developments 
in a part of the city that has been for a long time forgotten. The Luchtsingel is divided in 4 
parts; the DakAkker, the Minimall, Schieblock and the bridge itself. These 4 parts provide 
very important influences on the economical part of the project.

 

HOW SUSTAINABLE IS THE LUCHTSINGEL? 
 
For this project we did research about how sustainable the Luchtsingel is. Exept for its 
many social and economical features, the Luchtsingel has a few environmental aspects 
that are very relatable to sustainability.  
 
For example he Dakakker; the DakAkker is located on the rooftop of the Schieblock. 
On top of the Schieblock is the first harvestable roof: the DakAkker. Here herbs, vegetables 
and herbs are grown and honey bees are kept. The DakAkker functions as a test set to 
experiment with different ways of green roofs. We tried to contact the rooftop farmer, 
Wouter Bauman for an interview but sadly there’s so much interest in the DakAkker that he 
isn’t available for interviews at the moment. The DakAkker also gives workshops, festivals 
and provides dinner, all with their own grown vegetables and herbs.  
 
Also, a very interesting fact about the Luchtsingel bridge is that the wooden planks (which 
can be bought an engraved by entrepreneurs and residents to contribute. The inscriptions 
can advertise a business, convey a message to a loved one, or simply state the donor’s 
name.) are made from PEFC certified wood. We did an interview with Anushka Wardenaar, 
who told us that FSC Marketplace provided the wood. FSC-certified wood is wood that is 
certified under the standards set by FSC or the Forest Stewardship Council. The FSC label 
on wood or paper products guarantees that consumers can trust the sources. So this is a 
very sustainable aspect about the Luchtsingel.  
 
Park Pompenburg is a very sustainable project on itself, simply because the environment 
is transformed in a green spot in the middle of the city. It’s basically a part of town being 
recycled to something way better! Also, a number of trees have been selected from the tree 
depot of the municipality of Rotterdam. By recycling these trees The Luchtsingel makes a 
sustainable contribution to the redevelopment of the city. The trees were not chosen for 
typical urban landscape such as sycamores, but for various types that match the urban 
agriculture in Pompenburg Park, one of the future functions of the park.



OTHER INTERESTING SUSTAINABLE PROJECTS IN 
ROTTERDAM 
 
Two other projects we also considered researching, were the Voedseltuin in the middle of 
the city and Rotterzwam, a city farm in the former tropical pool Tropicana.

Tropicana / Rotterzwam:
Tropicana used to be a tropic swimming pool, but it went bankrupt in 2010. For a while the 
building was empty and not used. But now it’s used to grow mushrooms in a green way, the 
company is called Rotterzwam. There is also a trendy cafe called Aloha Bar.

This mushroom grows on coffee peel and coffee grounds, which are picked up in cafes in 
Rotterdam. These residues are now discarded and burned in the incinerator.
So it’s really sustainable the tree most important aspects:
• the local production of food instead of transporting it all around the world
• the use of coffee grounds instead of transport it to the incinerator
• the Producing and Consuming mushrooms because they are 25 times more efficiently 
converted nutrients than meat

De Voedseltuin
The Voedseltuin (food garden) grows organic fruit and vegetables with the help of 
volunteers. These volunteers are people with a long distance to the labor market. The food 
is used to supplement the packages for the clients of the Food Bank in Rotterdam.
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CONCLUSION
 
Our conclusion is that the Luchtsingel is really sustainable because all aspects of the 3 
P’s are combined very well. The project itself is very well thought through, since everything 
works together perfectly. Also, it’s not only the bridge that’s sustainable, but the whole 
project itself. For example, the events that are held throughout the year and the idea of 
recycled trees are linked to sustainability in a way.  
 
We really liked doing this research, because everytime we went there we discovered 
something new about the projects and it’s sustainability. We honestly didn’t expect the 
project itself to be so sustainable in it’s totality, but it was a pleasant surprise. We think that 
the Luchtsingel is very underrated, and we hope more people will appreciate it in the future 
just as much as we do now.


